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THE MILITARY DEFENCE FORCE OF 
QUEENSLAND 
[By Commander NORMAN S. PIXLEY, M.B.E., 
V.R.D., R.A.N.R.] 
(Read before The Historical Society of Queensland, 
Inc., on May 26th, 1949) 
The birth of Queensland's Volunteer Forces, which 
played an important part in Australia's Defence 
development subsequently and produced a number of 
distinguished soldiers for the Australian army, can be 
attributed to the efforts of our first Governor, Sir 
George Bowen, who was Captain General, Governor in 
Chief and Vice-Admiral of the Colony of Queensland 
and its dependencies. 
Without delay, on his taking office, his frequent 
references to the need for Volunteer Forces pointed to 
this important need in Colonial Policy. 
The Imperial troops, except for a nucleus for local 
organisation for Defence, were withdrawn from the 
self-governing Colonies, but Queensland, it is said, was 
the only colony ever founded without costing a soldier 
or a shilling to the British Treasury. 
Sir George Bowen, as early as 10th April, 1860, 
sent his first despatch to the Duke of Newcastle stress-
ing the fact that, on assumption of office as Governor, 
the two principal towns of the Colony, Brisbane and 
Ipswich, were entirely defenceless and could be easily 
sacked by the boats of a single hostile man-of-war, the 
military detachment at Brisbane having been with-
drawn several years before, leaving no public force 
whatever in the two communities, except for about 
twenty unarmed and undisciplined constables. 
Under the circumstances (he continued) he had 
forthwith set to work to organise a Constabulary on 
the Irish Model and was encouraging the formation of 
Volunteer Corps after the example of the Motherland. 
As an Act of the local Parliament enables the Governor 
to accept on behalf of the Queen the services of such 
of Her Majesty's loyal subjects as may be wiUing to 
enrol themselves in the "Volunteer Corps" and to make 
provision for the regulation thereof, accordingly he 
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had, by virtue of the powers vested in him, issued a 
proclamation prescribing rules and regulations for the 
guidance of the Volunteer Corps which might be 
formed. 
Sir George, in his despatch, also stated that he 
wished, in addition to the provision of Volunteers for 
the protection of Brisbane and Ipswich, to extend the 
movement to inland districts to supplement the work 
of the Native Police in protection of settlers. He 
mentions that he believed this could be done by the 
enrolment of Yeomanry or Mounted Rifles. 
He intended, in pursuance of the authdrity vested 
in him by law, to grant on behalf of the Queen, com-
missions as officers in the proposed Volunteer Corps to 
some of the local magistrates and other persons on 
whose courage and discretion equal reliance could be 
placed. 
Sir George concluded his despatch by saying that 
he was fully persuaded he would receive the support 
of the Colonial Legislature in carrying out these 
arrangements. 
A swift response was made to the appeal by His 
Excellency the Governor; in March, 1860, a meeting 
was held with Colonel Gray, a Waterloo veteran, as 
President, resulting in Ipswich having the honour of 
forming the first unit in Queensland. A Company of 
Riflemen to serve as Infantry. Brisbane followed 
almost immediately with the formation of a Corps, 
"The Queensland Mounted Rifles" and a Company of 
Riflemen to serve as Infantry, 
The Gazette dated 3/3/1860 advised the appoint-
ment to the Brisbane Troop of the Queensland Mounted 
Rifles of John Bramston as Captain, Edward Lewis 
Burrowes as 1st Lieutenant, Francis Robert Chester 
Master as 2nd Lieutenant, and Arthur Algernon May 
as Honorary Secretary and Quartermaster of the Bris-
bane Division of the Queensland Volunteer Corps. 
It also announced the appointment of Edric Nor-
fold Vaux Morrisey Inspector General of Police, to be 
supernumerary Captain of the Corps. 
On 26th May, 1860, the following Ipswich Volun-
teer appointments were announced:— 
Cavalry. 
Captain Arthur Delves Broughton. 
1st Lieutenant Richard Joseph Smith. 
2nd Lieutenant Louis Heite. 
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Infantry. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Charles George Gray (Waterloo 
veteran who was in the chair when the meeting to form 
Units in Ipswich was held) was appointed Captain and 
John Kent 1st Lieutenant. 
A resolution agreed to by the House on 26th July, 
1860, requested that His ExceUency cause to be placed 
on the estimates for 1861 a sum not exceeding £3,000 
for the purpose of obtaining a sufficient stand of arms 
for the protection of this Colony of Queensland., 
Each Company was a separate Unit, and officers 
were elected by the Company; the uniform being of the 
Imperial pattern and furnished by the Volunteers at 
their own expense. British subjects over the age of 
sixteen years were eligible to join and volunteers signed 
a declaration that they would serve for twelve months. 
Snider rifles (converted Enfield), .45 calibre black 
powder, were standard equipment. 
After certain service, each volunteer received a 
volunteer grant of five acres for his services, though 
this did not prevent some dissatisfaction amongst them 
later, due to difficulties in supplying uniforms and 
matters concerning pay. 
In August, 1860, the Gazette of the 25th' of that 
month announced that the Honourable Maurice Charles 
O'Connell, M.L.C. (formerly Captain in Her Majesty's 
28th Regiment) was appointed Commandant, with the 
rank of Lieutenant Colonel. The Gazette also advised 
that officers commanding the several troops and com-
panies throughout the Colony will correspond direct 
with the Lieutenant Colonel Commandant. 
This important phase marked the young Colony's 
co-ordination of its own separate defence force. 
On the 28th June, 1861, a petition from certain 
members of the Brisbane contingent of the Queensland 
Volunteer Rifle Brigade requested the supply of cloth-
ing at public expense, and from other Queensland 
volunteers asking for the same favourable footing as 
volunteers in New South Wales, Victoria and South 
Australia. 
By 1862 the strength of the Volunteer Defence 
Forces in Queensland was:— 
Queensland Light Horse 10 
Ipswich Light Horse 15 
No. 1 Battery of Artillery 34 
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Maryborough Rifles 3 
No. 1 Company Brisbane Rifles .... 43 
No. 2 Company Brisbane Rifles .... 49 
Rockhampton Rifles 94 
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A despatch from the Duke of Newcastle to 
Governor Bowen dated 26th June, 1863, advised that 
it was not intended to send any regular troops to the 
Colonies, but the force in Tasmania, where the effects 
of transportation were not yet worn out, would be 
retained, that with the other Colonies free from the 
presence of formidable native tribes, and free also from 
the perils to which a land frontier exposes other com-
munities, the obligations of the Imperial Government 
would be discharged in the main by Her Majesty's 
Navy which must form, in both peace and war, a true 
Imperial contribution to the security and protection of 
Australia. 
With these Colonies, therefore, would rest the de-
fence of their own capitals and ports by local land 
forces, together with the necessary fortifications, float-
ing batteries, barracks and similar works. 
The despatch, however, included the offer to fur-
nish a number of Imperial troops as a nucleus for the 
local forces, upon condition of a fair contribution from 
the respective Colonies towards their cost. It sug-
gested for Queensland one Company consisting of three 
officers and eighty-eight men, though it is interesting 
to note that the proposed allocation to South Australia 
was two Companies consisting of six officers and one 
hundred and sixty-six men. 
In the despatch from the Secretary of State dated 
11th February, 1863, the Imperial Government agreed 
at the request of the Colonial Government to surrender 
the old Barracks and ground on the site of the present 
Government Printing Office, and erected in 1830 for the 
57th Foot under Captain Logan, provided that the 
Colony would give another site and erect the proper 
buildings on it for accommodation of troops according 
to plans approved by the Imperial authorities. 
In 1866 tenders were accepted for the new Bar-
racks at a cost of £5,659, and by October of that year 
the amount expended was £771/16/3. 
Things did not run smoothly with some units of 
the Volunteer Corps of Queensland. During the year 
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1863 some difficulties were experienced, the Govern-
ment Gazette of 14th March, 1863, announced that his 
Excellency the Governor had dispensed with the ser-
vices of the Wide Bay Rifle Rangers and the Port Curtis 
Troop of Mounted Rifles owing to these Corps having 
failed to attend parade, and the commissions of five 
officers were cancelled. 
The following month in the Gazette dated 24th 
April it was announced that His Excellency the 
Governor had been pleased with the advice of the 
Executive Council to dispense with the services of the 
Brisbane Troop of Queensland Mounted Rifles, the 
whole of the officers and most of the members having 
resigned. 
This Gazette also announced the cancellation of 
the commissions of eleven officers for various reasons. 
Provision had been made for Court Martials for 
various disciplinary and other offences, and an amusing 
incident is related about a disgruntled volunteer who, 
as no doubt there did not exist the present-day pastime 
of writing to the Minister of the Army, committed 
several offences including his opinion, given verbally 
and at length, of his officers and N.C.O's. in general. 
He was duly Court-Martialled, and after the 
punishment had been announced he revealed that he 
had resigned from his unit formally before the offence 
took place, which threw the Court into confusion when 
it was learnt that his statement was correct. How his 
Corps and the Court were unaware of this fact, I do 
not know, but that is the story. 
On the 14th February, 1863, Numbers 1 and 2 
Companies of the Queensland Volunteer Rifle Brigade 
were amalgamated under the existing officers:—Cap-
tain E. R. Drury, Lieutenant G. B. Petrie, Second 
Lieutenant I. I. Caesarowicz, Second Lieutenant J. 
Fe wings. 
The Gazette of the 12th March, 1864, notified the 
formation of the Ipswich Battery of the Queensland 
Volunteer Artillery. This issue also announced the 
appointment as Captain in the Ipswich troop of 
Mounted Rifles of James Leith Hay. In 1864 by Act 
of Parliament 28 Victoria 10 the New South Wales 
Defence Act was repealed and the Queensland Defence 
Act took its place. 
On the 6th August, 1864, it was announced that 
the Queensland Mounted Rifles would in future be 
styled "The Queensland Light Horse." 
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His Excellency the Governor notified in the Gazette 
of 29th November, 1865, that from 31st December, as 
funds provided by Parliament for Volunteer purposes 
were nearly exhausted, no further payments would be 
made. Two hundred and seventy-five uniforms had 
been supplied at public expense and the least the volun-
teers could do was to continue. An Armourer would 
continue to be paid at the rate of £100 per annum to 
look after arms and MiUtary stores. He would be 
required also to give instruction and assistance to 
volunteers. 
Subsequent Governors very naturally continued 
the interest in defence displayed by Sir George Bowen. 
We find that in 1870 Governor Blackall visited Ipswich 
to attend a dinner to the volunteers. Governor Cairns, 
soon after his arrival, was given a public welcome, 
H.M.S. "Barracouta" making history on this occasion 
by being the first man-of-war of her size to anchor off 
Queen's Park (now the Botanical Gardens).. The 
Ipswich volunteers were brought down for the occasion 
and quartered in the William Street barracks, where a 
splendid meal had been prepared for the troops parad-
ing. As soon as the ceremony was over, the Ipswich 
volunteers, with vast appetites, made all haste back 
to the barracks and cleared the festive board, just 
before the Brisbane volunteers arrived, equally hungry, 
but doomed to disappointment. 
Encampments became more regular, and, on the 
Prince of Wales' birthday in 1875 volunteers were en-
camped at Toowoomba, Captain John McDonnell being 
in command. Nevertheless, the interest and en-
thusiasm was confined to a relatively small number, as 
although in 1862 the strength was 248,, in 1876, four-
teen years later, the total strength in Queensland was 
only 415. 
However, in the following year, 1877, General Sir 
WUliam Jervois and Colonel Scratchley, two distin-
guished British soldiers, the latter afterwards becom-
ing Major-General Sir Peter Scratchley, and subse-
quently Administrator of Papua, came to Australia to 
advise upon the defence of the Colonies. They landed 
at Brisbane on August 4th of that year and during 
their visit inspected the troops. Captain John Mc-
Donnell, now promoted to Major, was Commandant, the 
first Volunteer Commandant in Queensland. Major 
Drury was in charge of Artillery, Major SneUing of the 
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Infantry, Captain Smith of Toowoomba being Adjutant. 
The Governor, Sir Arthur Kennedy, and Miss Kennedy 
were at the saluting base during the march past. 
Subsequent to the visit of Sir WiUiam Jervois and 
Colonel Scratchley, the Commandant, Major McDonnell, 
made a report on the position regarding the Queens-
land forces for the consideration of these two officers 
when recommending their general scheme of Defence 
for the Colonies. 
The Torpedo Corps 
As the main defence recommended by Sir William 
Jervois for the Brisbane River was three lines of 
Ground Torpedoes across the channel from Lytton, 
with covering batteries of guns at Lytton itself, it is 
interesting to note that the Torpedo Corps was formed 
with W. J. Cracknell, the Superintendent of Posts and 
Telegraphs, gazetted as Captain of the Corps in 1878. 
As torpedo cable, dynamite and gun cotton were 
unprocurable in Australia, six miles of submarine tele-
graph cable and four tons of blasting powder were pur-
chased locally for the Torpedo Corps. 
The Port Master was instructed to afford aU assist-
ance with men and boats when required. 
Other orders placed for small arms and artillery 
were 200,000 rounds of Snider ball ammunition, ten 
tons of cannon powder, 2,000 friction tubes. 
Four of the ten smooth bore 24-pounder guns in 
Queen's Park were to be kept in order. These were 
probably the guns remembered as lining the river bank 
in the Botanical Gardens for many years for saluting 
purposes. 
Rifle ranges were established in Toowoomba, Mary-
borough, Rockhampton, Townsville and other centres, 
and considerable attention given to musketry practice. 
Colonel Scratchley during this period was making 
periodic visits to Brisbane. 
In April, 1878, in his first progress report to the 
Government, he mentioned that the provision of a paid 
Commandant not being approved by Parliament, the 
Commandant of the Forces should be given the rank 
of Lieutenant Colonel, and considering that Major Mc-
Donnell had devoted so much attention to the estab-
lishment of the Volunteer Forces he considered some 
recognition of his services would only be doing him 
justice. 
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In Easter, 1878, the Volunteers encamped at Sand-
gate, having marched from Brisbane. Major McDon-
nell, now Lieutenant-Colonel, was Commandant with 
Lieutenant (later Lieutenant-Colonel) Blaxland, as 
A.D.C. 
It may be interesting, as upon this camp depended 
to a large extent whether annual camps should be con-
tinued, to give a description of it. 
The orders, which came out some two or three 
weeks before, announced that all country Corps would 
be conveyed to Brisbane by train. Captains of Corps 
to provide sacks for carrying the men's baggage and 
carts would be provided to take the baggage to Sand-
gate. Tents were pitched by paid men prior to the 
arrival of the Corps. If possible a tent would be pro-
vided for each officer. 
Provisions: Cooked provisions were provided 
according to the schedule given. A canteen was also 
set up where Volunteers could purchase liquors and 
stores under proper regulations, a list showing prices 
being posted on the canteen. 
Baggage: Each man was to provide himself with a 
blanket, plate, knife, fork, pannikin, extra pair of 
trousers, extra shirt, socks, boots, pocket knife, towel, 
overcoat (optional), comb, brush, needle, thread and a 
few buttons. 
Men were instructed to well soap the heels and 
soles of their socks before marching to prevent chafing. 
Six hundred and seventy men and sixty cadets 
attended and marched to the camp from Brisbane, a 
pause being made at German station, where the men 
were divided between the two hotels to quench their 
thirst, the cadets being suitably provided with 
lemonade and sarsaparilla. 
The units were spread at fairly long intervals so 
as to avoid the annoyance of dust from the unit in 
fjont, though I have no doubt that this spacing was 
most convenient for the service provided at the hotels 
at German station. 
The camp was in the vicinity of Cabbagetree 
Creek, and one of the main recreations was swimming. 
It is interesting to note that owing to one of the volun-
teers collapsing whilst swimming (this was attributed 
to bathing in the sun) orders were then issued that 
bathing must not be carried on during the heat of the 
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day. The commentator states that this was undoubt-
edly a wise precaution, but I have no doubt he would 
be most surprised if he were able to visit some or any 
or our bathing beaches in the noonday sun to-day. 
The exercises arid training generally seem to have 
been,thorough, and a fair amount of artillery practice 
and night attacks took place at Shorncliffe. 
Evidently the camp was a most successful one, as 
it will be noted that camps were annual events sub-
sequently. 
Prior to the camp appeals were made to employers 
to permit volunteers to finish work on the 'Thursday 
at 4 p.m. to enable them to muster and also to grant 
the Saturday morning off. 
Co-operation must have been experienced, as 
evidenced by the large numbers participating in the 
camp. 
At this camp Major Moore (who was A.D.C. on 
the personal staff of Sir Arthur Kennedy, the Governor, 
during the visit of the Princes in H.M.S. "Bacchante" 
and later became a Police Magistrate) was amongst 
the officers serving. The manoeuvres included (al-
though at that time there were no Queensland Naval 
Forces) an attack from the sea, in which the steamer 
"Kate" represented a hostUe ship of war. In a sham 
fight on the return to Brisbane the "Battle of Break-
fast Creek Bridge" took place, the bridge being held 
by Ipswich Volunteers under Captain Adams. 
The annual camp in 1879 was held at Eagle Farm, 
the march into camp taking place in torrential rain 
which continued for several days; however, it is re-
corded that Dr. Challinor, the Medical Officer, ensured 
a supply of rum, "which, issued with quinine, from all 
acco.unts kept the chills down and the spirit of the 
troops up. 
In 1880 the encampment was held at Lytton and 
Major Blaxland, having been promoted to Lieutenant-
Colonel, was appointed Commandant, Major Drury, 
being in command of the Artillery. In the absence of 
Major Moore, who was attending the encampment at 
Rockhampton, Major McCuUum was Adjutant. 
In 1882 Lieutenant-Colonel Drury became acting 
Commandant in the place of Lieutenant-Colonel Blax-
land, and this year the encampment was held in the 
Darling Downs, which was attended by the Mary-
borough Corps. 
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The year 1882 marked a very important era in 
Queensland defence, as on the 24th April in that year 
a memorandum with proposals for Queensland defence 
based upon the general outline of defence for Australia 
recommended by Sir William Jervois was submitted 
to the Colonial Secretary for Queensland by Colonel 
Scratchley. 
Here are the relevant extracts from Colonel 
Scratchley's memorandum:— 
1. General Outline of Sir W. Jervois' Scheme of Defence 
i.—For Brisbane and Moreton Bay. 
(a) The passage of hostile vessels up the river to 
the city of Brisbane to be prevented by a battery at 
Lytton and by torpedoes in the river. 
(b) The anchorage at Moreton Bay to be protected 
by a gunboat and one or more torpedo boats, and a 
landing at Bramble Bay, Waterloo Bay, or elsewhere, 
prevented by the floating defences and a field force on 
land. • 
ii.—For Maryborough and Rockhampton. 
(c) The rivers leading to those towns to be 
obstructed by torpedoes, covered by guns mounted on 
barges; companies of infantry being provided on land. 
iii.—For the General Defence of the Coast. 
(d) Additional telegraph stations to be established 
along the coast. 
(e) A gun-vessel to be provided, which, in time 
of peace, would be utilized for general Government 
purposes. 
(f) Whenever small steamers were required for 
ordinary harbour purposes at any of the ports, they 
might be Constructed so as to carry spar torpedoes, 
and thus be available for defence. 
iv.—The following Naval and Military Forces to be 
maintained, 
(g) For Brisbane^ Officers & men 
For Battery and Torpedoes at Lytton 
Artillery 80 
Torpedo Corps 50 
For Field Force 
Artillery, Engineers, and Infantry .... 880 
For Naval Defences and Torpedo Boat 50 
Total 1,060 
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(h) For Maryborough and Rockhampton— 
Infantry , 200 
For manning Gun Barges ,,, 60 
For Torpedo Defences 40 
300 
(i) For General Staff 10 
Grand Total 1,370 
II. Present State of Affairs. 
(a) As regards the defence of Brisbane, a battery 
at Lytton, for two six-inch M,L.R, (chambered) and 
two 64-pounder M,L,R, guns, and a defensible enclosure 
on Signal Hill, are nearly completed; torpedo stores are 
being purchased by degrees for the submarine defence 
of Brisbane River; and a Volunteer field force to 
operate on land has been established to resist the 
advance of an enemy on the Capital. No provision has 
been made for gun or torpedo vessels, nor has a naval 
brigade been formed. 
(b) At Maryborough and Rockhampton, com-
panies of infantry have been established, but as yet 
nothing has been done towards providing the torpedoes 
or guns for barges recommended by Sir William 
Jervois. 
(c) In addition to the foregoing, companies of in-
fantry have been orgariised at Mackay and Bundaberg, 
and a small corps of artillery has been enrolled at 
Townsville. 
(d) Cadet companies are attached to the Volun-
teer Force at Brisbane and Toowoomba. 
Sections 3 and 4 dealt with purely Military 
matters, but Section 5 concluded with the following 
important paragraph:— 
The whole question resolves itself into one of 
money. Considering, therefore, that, besides the mili-
tary defences, there is paramount necessity for 
adequate floating defences for the protection of com-
merce and the seaboard of the colony, the strictest 
economy must be exercised in order to set apart a por-
tion of the funds, available for defence, towards organ-
ising naval defences. 
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XL Estimated Cost of the Several Recommendations 
in this Report. 
The undermentioned expenditure will have to be 
incurred:— 
Annually. 
(1) For MiUtary purposes (as recommended 
by the Military Committee) £13,000 
Or, if pay be increased to same rate as 
proposed in Victoria, say 15,000 
(2) For Naval purposes. (Can only be deter-
mined when a decision has been come to in 
regard to the Naval defences.) 
Capital or First Cost. 
(1) To complete Lytton Battery, provide Tor-
pedo Station, Cable Tank, additional Bar-
. rack accommodation, etc.; and to finish 
Stockade on Signal HiU £2,000 
(2) To complete equipment for Torpedo De-
fences and provide Electric Lights 1,500 
(3) For purchase of two Machine Guns .... 800 
(4) One Torpedo Boat of 17-knot speed 3,300 
(5) Fittings for extemporized Torpedo 
Launches 300 
(6) Gun Vessel, as described, aUowing for. 
journey out 31,000 
(7) For mounting two 64-pounders at Towns-
ville 250 
(8) For two guns of position for Townsville 
with equipment and ammunition 1,600 
(9) For Rockhampton, or any other place re-
quiring local protection, on the following 
scale:— 
(a) One six-inch B.L. gun—mounted on 
slide, with bullet-proof shield—all 
ready fitted for placing on a barge £2,400 
(b) Two guns of position, or two field-
pieces 1,600 
(c) Small equipment of Torpedoes 500 
(d) Fittings for extemporized Launches 200 
£4,700 
Nearly all the foregoing—especiaUy items 2, 3, 5, 
8 and 9—could be provided by degrees, out of small 
annual votes. 
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The Volunteer Defence Act provided for the fol-
lowing Military Forces in addition to Marine Defence 
Forces:— 
Permanent Forces 
"A" Battery Q.D.F.: 100 rank and file Garrison 
Artillery with Mining and Engineering detachment, a 
Major as O.C, a Captain and three subalterns. The 
main body to be at Victoria Barracks, Brisbane, and 
detachments stationed at Townsville and Thursday 
Island. 
Militia Forces 
Two Batteries Field ArtiUery, Brisbane and More-
ton (Ipswich Headquarters) Field Batteries. Four 
guns each 9 lb., muzzle loading. One Battery Garrison 
Artillery, Brisbane. One Battery Garrison, Towns-
ville. One Company Engineers, Brisbane. 
Infantry, Moreton Regiment. Headquarters 
Brisbane. 
Darling Downs Regiment, Headquarters Too-
woomba. 
Wide Bay Burnett Regiment, Headquarters Rock-
hampton. 
Kennedy Regiment, Headquarters Townsville. 
Army Service Corps and Army Medical Corps. 
Several Volunteer Infantry Units were also 
formed, the Queensland Irish, Queensland Scottish and 
Teachers, all in Brisbane. Cadets and Rifle Corps. 
Uniforms 
Except for Volunteers, uniforms were all Imperial 
pattern. Volunteers were grey with distinguishing 
facings. Mounted officers at this time used the Sabre-
tache, the Sam Brown Belt had not yet been evolved. 
Martini Henri rifles were used, .45 calibre black powder. 
All Headquarters Staff officers from the Imperial 
Army received a step forward in rank. 
The Headquarters Staff consisted of Commandant, 
Brigade Major, Staff Officer Artillery (he was also O.C. 
"A" Battery), Engineers, Infantry Volunteers and 
Rifle (;!orps. 
The Staff Officers in the A.M.C. and A.S.C. were 
local officers. 
Imperial Sergeant Major Instructors were brought 
out for instructional purposes for each arm of the Ser-
vices, and were attached to Headquarters Staff. 
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The Mounted Infantry uniforrii was of khaki with 
claret coloured facings, "Digger" hats with emU 
plumes. Like the other branches, they were equipped 
with Martini Henri rifles. Their pay was the same aS 
for other Militia Units, but each man provided his own 
horse and received a horse allowance. The Mounted 
Infantry was the first Regiment to see active service 
in South Africa when Queensland sent three contin-
bents, and also three for the Imperial Government. 
The implementation of Colonel Scratchley's menio-
randum by the Queensland Government came to 
fruition early in the year 1885. 
Gazette 24/2/1885. 
Proclamation 
Under the "Act to make better provision for the 
Defence of the Colony of Queensland," the Colony was 
divided into two Military Districts to be called the 
Southern Military District and the Northern Military 
District. 
1. Southern District, comprising the Electoral 
Districts of North Brisbane, Fortitude VaUey, South 
Brisbane, Enoggera, Moreton, Bulimba, Oxley, Ipswich, 
Bundamba, Rosewood, Fassifern, Stanley, Drayton, 
Toowoomba, Aubigny, Darling Downs, Warwick, Dalby, 
Carnarvon, Northern Downs, Balonne, Maranoa, War-
rego, Maryborough, Gympie, Wide Bay and Burnett. 
2. Northern District comprised the remainder of 
the Colony. 
Within the Southern Military District were the 
following Regimental Divisions:— 
1. The Moreton Regional Division, embracing Bris-
bane, Logan, Ipswich, Rosewood, Fassifern and Stanley. 
2. The Darling Downs and Western Regional Divi-
sion, comprising Drayton, Toowoomba, Aubigny, Dar-
ling Downs, Warwick, Dalby, Carnarvon, Balonne, 
Maranoa and Warrego. 
3. The Wide Bay and Burnett Regional Divisions, 
comprising Maryborough, Gympie, Wide Bay and 
Burnett. 
Within the Northern Military District were : ^ 
1. The Rockhampton Division, Rockhampton, 
BlackaU and Port Curtis. 
2. The Mackay Division, comprising the Electoral 
Division of Mackay. 
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3. The Kennedy Division, comprising the Elec-
toral Division of Townsville and Kennedy. 
4. The Cook Division, comprising the Electoral 
Division of Cook. 
Colonel French, the smart British Artillery officer 
who had arrived from England to take up his appoint-
ment as Commandant early in 1884, had by this time 
done a great deal towards building up the initiative 
and efficiency of the Volunteers. During the first two 
months of his arrival he had visited and inspected 
almost all the Units. He had been to Toowoomba, 
accompanied by Major Moore, to inspect the Infantry, 
of which sixty were mustered, together with twenty 
Cadets. The officers were Captains Langley, Groom 
and Paul, and Lieutenant Renwick. Two days later he 
inspected, No. 1 Battery, Queensland Volunteer Artil-
lery, at the Drill Ground in Adelaide Street, where he 
complimented Major Webb, who was in charge of the 
Battery, on its efficiency. Shortly afterwards, accom-
panied by Captain Des Voeux, the newly appointed 
Adjutant, he attended a moonlight parade of one,hun-
dred men of the First Queenslanders, under Captain 
McFarlane, in Queen's Park. Acting Captain Burrell 
and Lieutenant Gartside were also present. The fol-
lowing day Colonel French went to Ipswich and in-
spected No. 2 Battery of the Queensland Volunteer 
Artillery, commanded by Captain Gannon, and "A" 
Company of the Second Queenslanders, commanded by 
Captain Ackerley. 
During this month, February, 1884, a detachment 
of Engineers under Major Neuman, with Captain Stan-
ley and Lieutenant Skyring, gave a display of sub-
marine mining and boat work; three mines were laid, 
two of which exploded, the first laid in the river front-
ing the Edward Street ferry sent up a column of water 
150 feet high, a great proportion of which, as there 
was a strong wind blowing, drenched a section of en-
thusiastic onlookers. 
WhUst on the subject of submarine mining, which 
at that time and for a few years subsequently, was 
carried out by the Army, the Miner, a small steamer, 
was built for the submarine miners by Evans, Anderson 
and Co., Kangaroo Point, in 1887. After this branch 
was taken over by the Navy subsequently, the Miner 
was used by the Department of Harbours and Rivers 
for Bay and other work for many years. 
268 
In 1885 the Soudan campaign, with the death of 
General Gordon, aroused patriotism in Australia to a 
high pitch of enthusiasm. Offers of contingents from 
New South Wales, Victoria, Queensland and South Aus-
tralia were made. A contingent from New South 
Wales, which was equipped and ready, was accepted, 
but as the length of time needed for preparing con-
tingents from other States precluded these arriving in 
time, they were not despatched as the campaign termin-
ated on the 23rd June in that year. 
This was the first occasion on which Australian 
troops were sent overseas, and here is the comment of 
the "Morning Post" in England:— 
"At a time when many persons are puzzling 
their brains to devise some scheme of Imperial feder-
ation, it is interesting to note that our Australian 
Colonies have recognised in a very practical form 
the common bond of union which in the hour of peril 
to the British Empire unites them to the Mother 
Colony." 
The pay of those who werit with the New South 
Wales contingent might be of interest:— 
Sergeant Majors 5/6 per day plus 4/- deferred pay 
Q'masters Segts. 5/- „ „ „ 3/9 „ „ 
Sergeants 4/- „ „ „ 3/6 
Corporals 3/4 „ „ „ 3 / -
Bombardiers .... 3/2 „ „ „ 2/10 „ „ 
Trumpeters, Bug-
lers, Gunners & 
Privates 2/3 „ „ „ 2/9 
In the case of married men the wives were granted 
2/- per day plus 6d. for each daughter under 16 and 
each son under 14. 
Even these small amounts placed the Australian 
soldier in relation to the British "Tommy" on 1/- per 
day, on a basis of that of the American in relation to 
the Australian soldier in World War II. 
In 1885 the combined Whitsum encampment was 
held at TownsvUle under Lieutenant-Colonel G. Blax-
land, commanding the Kennedy Division. A total of 
251 attended, including the TownsviUe Company and 
Garrison Battery, the Naval Brigade, Mackay Com-
pany and Charters Towers Company. 
In 1891 the encampment at Lytton was postponed, 
due to the Volunteers being sent out to various places 
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in the West on account of the shearers' strike. Colonel 
French, with 150 men from Brisbane, went in March 
by special train to Clermont, experiencing demonstra-
tions at Gympie and other places en route, but arriving 
safely in spite of the railway bridge at Ebor, near Cler-
mont, having had a pier and a headstock sawn through 
in an attempt to wreck the train. Lieutenant Spencer 
Brown (afterwards Major-General Spencer Brown), 
with the flying column, reached Tambo on a similar 
mission, after being thirty-two hours in the saddle 
through rain and mud. 
In May of this year. General Sir Henry Wylie Nor-
man, a soldier who distinguished himself in the Indian 
Mutiny, arrived as Governor. 
By the year 1899 the Queensland Volunteer De-
fence Forces, which had been organized and developed 
since Separation for the defence of the Colony, were 
able to play their part in assisting the Imperial troops 
in the South African war. Major-General Howel Gun-
ther was then Commandant. The first volunteers for 
service abroad were ordered into camp at Meeandah on 
the 19th October in that year. 
The volunteers were called "The Queensland 
Mounted Infantry" and had the following officers:— 
Commanding Officer, Lieut.-Colonel P. R. Ricardo. 
Commanding 1 Company, Capt. H. G. Chauvel 
(afterwards to become Lt.-General Sir Harry 
Chauvel, one of the brilliant Cavalry leaders of 
World War L). 
Commanding 2 Company, Capt. P. W. G. Pinnock. 
Lieutenants: D. E. Reid, R. Dowse, C. H. Anderson-
Pelham, H. BaUey, C. H. Black, R. Gordon, A. G. 
Adie, T. W. Glasgow (now Major-General Sir 
William Glasgow), C. A. Gumming, J. M. Hanly. 
Quarter Master, Captain Crichton. 
On the 22nd November, 1899, Queensland was 
divided into three MUitary Districts:— 
Southern (embracing Moreton, Darling Downs and 
Western Wide Bay and Burnett Districts). 
Central (embracing Port Curtis Districts). 
Northern (which included Mackay, TownsvUle, 
Charters Towers, Ravenswood and Cairns). 
Other Units of Volunteers followed on to the war 
in South Africa, and, as the months proceeded, many 
names of Queenslanders appeared in the casualty fists. 
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At the end of the Boer War the time was near 
when the Defence Forces of Queensland were, with 
those of the other Australian Colonies, to be merged 
into Defence Forces of the Commonwealth. 
In 1900 Colonel H. Finn became Commandant—and 
the last of the line of Commandants of the Queensland 
Defence Forces—as he held this appointment when the 
Commonwealth Forces came into being. 
For many years the activities of the Queensland 
Volunteers were supplemented by the formation of 
School Cadet Corps amongst the Public and State 
Schools in Brisbane, Ipswich and other places, and by 
members of the Rifle Clubs throughout the State. 
Thus the early initiative taken by their Colony as 
to its own defence, and the interest and devotion shown 
by its Volunteer soldiers over a period of forty years, 
provided on Federation a large body of Volunteers with 
experience and tradition. 
This is evidenced by the high proportion of Queens-
land Generals in the first A.I.F., a greater number than 
from any other State. Such men as Brudenell White, 
Chauvel, Glasgow, Spencer Browne, Grant, Coxen, 
Cannon, Selheim, Dods and Foote, whose names show 
large in the Annals of Australia, owed their early 
interest and training to the Volunteer Defence Forces 
of Queensland. 
Here's a toast to you— 
To the fighting band that won the land 
From the bitterest wastes out-back. 
From hut and hall to the kings of all—^ 
The men who blazed the track. 
—-Ogilvie. 
